
 
 

LAND USE AND POLICY COMMITTEE MINUTES 

DECEMBER 9, 2020 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairman Keith Ogle called the meeting of the Land Use and Policy Committee meeting to order 

at 7:21 P.M. on Wednesday, December 9, 2020, by remote video conference and in-person. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

Land Use and Policy Committee members present included Mayor Jim Holland, Village Clerk 

Brian Feehery, Trustees Adam Borrelli, John Clavio, Margaret Farina, Keith Ogle, Jessica Petrow, 

and Gene Savaria; Michael DiMaggio, Cindy Heath, Katie Schubert, Don Schwarz, and Paul 

Slade. Staff in attendance included Village Administrator Rob Piscia, Asst. Administrator Jeff 

Cook, Police Chief John Burica, Utilities Director Zach Brown, and Administrative Assistant 

Theresa Cork.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES (November 10, 2020) 

 

Member Heath made a motion (#1), seconded by Trustee Petrow, to approve the minutes of the 

Land Use and Policy Committee meeting of November 10, 2020, as presented.  The motion was 

unanimously approved.   

 

Trustee Farina joined the meeting following the approval of the minutes. 

 

POTENTIAL KANSAS STREET CLOSURE - DISCUSSION 

 

Trustee Ogle provided an overview of the agenda item for discussion. He stated the temporary 

closure of Kansas Street for outdoor dining was well received this past summer and as a result staff 

was asked to explore general costs associated with seasonal/permanent closure of Kansas Street 

between Oak Street and Ash Street for the 2021 season. He explained this matter is for discussion 

purposes only and to provide staff with direction for next steps if closure of Kansas Street is 

desired. 

 

Administrator Piscia described the work to be performed and costs associated with a permanent 

closure of Kansas Street as follows:  

 

 Oak Street 

 

It is recommended if the closure of Kansas Street occurs, Oak Street should be converted for use 

which allows two-way traffic. This work would include adding pavement to the west side of the 
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street that preserves parking places. It would create a carriage walk look similar to what occurs on 

Oak, north of Kansas Street. It would also require other infrastructure work. The costs associated 

with such a conversion follow: 

 

Asphalt     $12,800 

Curb removal and replacement  $11,000 

Streetlight relocation    $ 4,500 

Tree Removal     $ 2,500 

Relocate storm structure   $ 6,000 

Restriping     $ 2,000 

Total       $38,880 

 

For two-way traffic, there would be a loss of 5 parking places on the east side of Oak. 

 

 Kansas Street 

 

This work would include the installation of curbing, material, and signage at the intersection at 

White street to create one-way traffic going eastbound only from Ash Street. The parking 

places on the north side would have to be restriped for proper access. 

 

Kansas St @ White Street 

Curbing, restoration, and signage  $6,000 

Restriping     $5,000 

Total       $11,000 

 

 Kansas Street, between Ash and Oak 

 

This work would include adding a stone base to raise the surface and installing brick pavers 

to create a pedestrian area. There would be planting barriers placed at each intersection. 

There could also be planters placed throughout the area. 

 

Raise surface, install pavers     $350,000 - $450,000 

Curbing     $ 3,200 

Planter barriers    $ 6,000 

Misc. materials    $10,000 

Total         $369,200 - $469,200 

 

Closing Kansas Street to traffic would remove 11 parking spaces. 

 

 Total estimated cost of a permanent closure: $419,000 - $519,000 

 

Administrator Piscia reported there is an option to use stamped asphalt or stamped concrete, noting 

this would cost roughly $100,000 - $120,000 less than brick pavers. 
 

Administrator Piscia then described the requirements for the seasonal closure of Kansas Street. He 

reported pursuant to the Illinois Department of Transportation Bureau of Local Roads 2020 Illinois 
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Highways Standard for Traffic control, class III style barricades are required for temporary road 

closures. He noted additional road closure signage will also have to be utilized. He reported while 

unsightly, the barricades and signage are required for temporary closures of roads to protect and 

advise motorists. He noted additional planters could be placed around the barricades to improve 

aesthetics. 

 

Administrator Piscia went on to explain that the three restaurants on Kansas Street, occupied 

roughly 5,100 square feet of area during the 2020 season. He reported if this same area were rented 

to the establishments for outside dining, this would generate ±$35,700 ($7 per square foot). 

Administrator Piscia noted he has not approached the three restaurateurs to see if there is interest 

to rent the public space on Kansas Street as a seasonal outdoor café for 2021, noting he felt it was 

premature until the Village determines a temporary closure is in the best interest of the community. 

 

Following presentation, Trustee Ogle opened the floor for discussion and invited members to share 

their opinions on the temporary/permanent closure of Kansas Street.  

 

Members commented on the positive feedback regarding the expanded dining experience on 

Kansas Street this past year and shared ways to improve upon the overall experience, including 

walkability, safety, and aesthetics. It was suggested to consider the seasonal closure of Kansas 

Street as a casual gathering space and not just for use by the three adjoining restaurants.  

 

Overall members were supportive of the seasonal closure of Kansas Street and expressed a desire 

to explore the matter further by engaging various stakeholders. Members shared ideas to engage 

the community and gather input on the matter, including flyers, Survey Monkey, and the creation 

of a task force to engage more members affected by the closure.  

 

Members were also supportive of exploring converting Oak Street from one-way southbound to 

two-way traffic or one-way northbound at a future committee meeting as an independent item of 

business. 

 

Administrator Piscia invited attendees to comment. Resident and Historic Preservation 

Commission chair, Marcia Steward, stated that she did not support the temporary or permanent 

closure of Kansas Street. She felt Kansas Street is the main thoroughfare of the historic district and 

the closure of the street negatively effects the charm of the downtown. 

 

Administrator Piscia reported public comments and questions were accepted in advance of the 

meeting by e-mail at publiccomments@frankfortil.org. Administrator Piscia read the submitted 

comments aloud and Mayor Holland read one written comment that he received by email.  

 

Following discussion, it was the consensus of the committee for staff to engage various 

stakeholders to seek their input regarding the temporary closure of Kansas Street between Ash 

Street and Oak Street. 

 

  

mailto:publiccomments@frankfortil.org
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OTHER BUSINESS 

 

o Snow Globe Event 

 

Trustee Petrow suggested to consider a Snow Globe event on Breidert Green. 

 

o Resignation of Asst. Administrator Jeff Cook 

 

Trustee Farina acknowledged Asst. Administrator Cook who has accepted a position of Village 

Manager with another community. She thanked him for his 18 years of service to the Village of 

Frankfort and wished him the very best. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

There were no additional comments from the public. 

 

ADJOURNMENT  

 

Hearing no further business, Trustee Borrelli made a motion (#2), seconded by Trustee Farina, to 

adjourn the Land Use and Policy Committee meeting of December 9, 2020, at 9:15 P.M. The 

motion was unanimously approved. 

 

 


	CALL TO ORDER
	ROLL CALL

