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LAND USE AND POLICY COMMITTEE MINUTES 
AUGUST 12, 2020 

Trustee Ogle called the meeting of the Land Use and Policy Committee meeting to order at 7:00 
P.M. on Wednesday, August 12, at the Village of Frankfort Administration Building, 432 W. 
Nebraska Street, Frankfort, Illinois. 

ROLL CALL 

Land Use and Policy Committee members present included Mayor Jim Holland, Trustees Adam 
Borrelli, John Clavio, Margaret Farina, and Keith Ogle; Michael DiMaggio, Cindy Heath, and Don 
Schwarz. Staff in attendance included Village Administrator Rob Piscia, Asst. Administrator Jeff 
Cook, Police Chief John Burica, Deputy Chief Kevin Keegan, Utilities Director Zach Brown, 
Building and Economic Development Manager Adam Nielsen, and Administrative Assistant 
Theresa Cork. Members Katie Schubert and Paul Slade were absent. Also in attendance were 
Historic Preservation Commissioners Stephanie Kush and Marcia Steward. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES (June 10, 2020) 

Member Heath made a motion (#1), seconded by Trustee Farina, to approve the minutes of the 
Land Use and Policy Committee meeting of June 10, 2020, as presented. The motion was 
unanimously approved. 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION ORDINANCE REVISIONS 

Utilities Director Brown presented a draft ordinance amending the Village's Historic Preservation 
Ordinance for committee consideration. He reported staff recently completed a comprehensive 
review of the Historic Preservation Ordinance and the proposed revisions provide clarity and 
consistency for the landmark designation process. He noted the draft ordinance was reviewed by 
the Historic Preservation Commission at their July gth meeting and was recommended for approval 
with minor modifications. 

Director Brown further reported that in reviewing the ordinances of several communities in the 
Chicago region, staff noted one main area that some communities address differently is owner's 
consent for landmark and historic district designation. He noted the Village's current ordinance 
does not require owner consent, but rather owner notification. 

Members discussed the draft modifications and offered some additional revisions to incorporate. 
Committee and audience members also discussed the consent clause. Members acknowledged the 
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challenge of balancing the preservation goals of the community with the desire to involve property 
owners in the preservation process. It was noted that some communities have found that 
homeowners do not want to put limits and controls over their property, and landmark and historic 
district designations have a substantive impact on their property rights and should require consent. 
Members discussed two methods to incorporate a consent clause, one which relied solely on 
obtaining consent, the other permitting designations without consent if a super majority of the 
Board voted to approve. 

Members felt it was important to educate and collaborate with property owners of the benefits of 
landmark designation. 

Following discussion, Mayor Holland made a motion (#2), seconded by Trustee Borrelli, for staff 
to incorporate the additional changes, including requiring owner consent, and to bring the proposed 
ordinance revisions back to committee in September. The motion was unanimously approved. 

VILLAGE OF FRANKFORT CODE OF ORDINANCES AMENDMENTS 

A. Chapter 72, Parking Regulations 

Chief Buri ca presented an amendment to the Traffic Code. The amendment would assign liability 
to the registered owner of the vehicle for any parking regulation violation. Currently, the Village 
Code nor the Illinois Vehicle Code provide for liability when the driver of the vehicle is not 
identified. 

Mayor Holland made a motion (#3), seconded by Member Heath, to forward a recommendation 
to the Village Board to approve an amendment to Chapter 72, Parking Regulations to add prima 
facie responsibility designation. The motion was unanimously approved. 

B. Chapter 138, Smoking in Public Places 

Chief Burica also presented an amendment to better define smoking in Section 138.01 of the 
municipal code. The revised definition of smoking would assist law enforcement in situations 
when a person is using an alternative smoking device in an area that already prohibits smoking. 

Mayor Holland made a motion (#4), seconded by Trustee Farina, to forward a recommendation to 
the Village Board to approve an amendment to Chapter 138, Smoking in Public Places, to better 
define smoking. The motion was unanimously approved. 

VILLAGE USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA 

Asst. Administrator Cook presented a draft social media policy for committee consideration. He 
reported the Village desires to enhance communication with the public through social media and 
this policy sets guidelines for the appropriate establishment and use of the official social media 
account(s). 
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Administrator Piscia noted that he received a proposal from a consultant to provide 12 hours of 
support in the amount of $4,500 per month and a one-time fee of $5,000 for start-up costs for the 
Village's social media account(s). 

Committee members discussed the social media policy and the desire to have social media 
presence to enhance communication with the public. Concerns were expressed relating to costs, 
use of the Village's social media account(s) by the elected officials, and utilizing social media to 
provide relevant and timely information to residents. Discussion clarified the policy intent is to 
control the municipal accounts and not the individual accounts of elected officials, even if many 
provisions may be well advised. 

Mayor Holland made a motion (#5), seconded by Trustee Clavio to forward a recommendation to 
the Village Board to adopt the Social Media Policy. The motion was unanimously approved. 

HISTORIC HOME PRESERVATION PROGRAM 

Trustee Borrelli recused himself from the discussion and exited the meeting. 

Asst. Administrator Cook presented an overview of the Historic Home Preservation Program, an 
incentive program designed to encourage reinvestment in existing residential properties within the 
Village's downtown residential area by authorizing the waiver of permit fees to eligible applicants. 
Mr. Cook reported this program was created to demonstrate the Village's commitment to 
preserving the character of downtown during a time when concern for the number and rate of 
future teardowns was elevated. He noted the Village has since adopted and is using new residential 
design guidelines to further promote compatible residential design in the downtown while 
recognizing the need to accommodate improvements. 

Committee members discussed the Historic Home Preservation Program guidelines and its intent 
to foster the preservation, rehabilitation, and renovation of existing homes within the downtown 
residential area. Members considered discontinuing the program, retaining the program as is, and 
amending the program to incorporate the downtown residential design guidelines. Members 
inquired about the amount of fees waived to date. Staff noted approximately $6,800 in permit fees 
were waived since the inception of the program. Members felt it was important to protect the 
Historic District and encourage homeowners to reinvest in their homes. It was noted that Village 
Attorney Mahoney advised staff to rescind the current program and incorporate language to better 
define design standards for program eligibility. 

Following discussion, it was the consensus of the committee to retain the Historic Home 
Preservation Program and direct staff to prepare an amendment and include the residential design 
guidelines. 

Historic Preservation Commission Chair, Marcia Steward, questioned the name of the program 
and the use of "historic" in the title. She also mentioned that the Frankfort Area Historical 
Society/Frankfort Preservation Foundation and the Frankfort Historic Museum annually recognize 
individuals, individual residences, and/or business/commercial properties that have preserved the 
historic character of Frankfort. 
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OTHER BUSINESS 

There were no other items for discussion. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

There were no comments from the public. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Hearing no further business, Trustee Farina made a motion (#6), seconded by Mayor Holland, to 
adjourn the Land Use and Policy Committee meeting of August 12, 2020, at 8:35 P.M. The motion 
was unanimously approved. 
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